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The VSCA is governed by an advisory committee 
consisting of 18 elected schools who are 
represented by students and their advisors.  
The Association is sponsored by the Virginia 
Association of Secondary School Principals, Inc., 
and is administered by the VASSP Department of 
Student Leadership Services.            

Awards

VSCA Achievement Award -  VSCA annually 
recognizes excellence in student councils’ 
work through its Achievement Award.  Schools 
that plan and complete designated projects 
receive framable awards and year-plates for an 
Achievement Award Plaque.  Applications are 
mailed to every member school each fall.

VSCA Administrator of the Year - VSCA recognizes 
that the ultimate responsibility for the success of 
student leadership programs lies in the hands 
of the school administrator.  Administrators are 
not only the supervising authority of all student 
activities, they also foster the open, positive, 
encouraging, and professional environment 
necessary for the development of student leaders. 
The VSCA Advisory Committee selects three 
administrators - one elementary, one middle level, 
and one high school - for recognition each year. 

VSCA Advisor of the Year - VSCA affirms its 
commitment to the development of student 
activity advisors through its VSCA Advisor of the 
Year Program.  The VSCA Advisory Committee 
selects three advisors, one elementary, one middle 
level, and one high school for recognition at the 
annual VSCA Convention.  One secondary school 
advisor is then nominated for consideration at the 
national level through the NASC Warren E. Shull 
National SCA Advisor of the Year Program.

Outstanding VSCA Service Project of the Year - Each 
VSCA member school in attendance at the annual 
Convention is eligible to select and display one 
project that was completed during the school 
year.  Projects relate to the annual VSCA theme 
and are on display throughout the weekend in 
order to further highlight and recognize the hard 
work completed by SCA students from throughout 

the Commonwealth.  One winning project is 
selected from each of the three academic levels - 
elementary, middle, and high school.

Communications

The Student Leader - The monthly newsletter includes 
feature articles about recent and upcoming VSCA 
events for student councils.  The publication also 
includes project ideas, articles highlighting local 
SCA activities and articles on student leadership in 
Virginia and throughout the nation.

Website - The VSCA maintains a website to post 
program registration information, frequently used 
forms, calendars of upcoming events, the history 
of the organization, and the Association’s 
bylaws and policies.  This information can be 
accessed at www.scaleader.org.

Like us on Facebook! www.scaleader.org
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“VSCA is an important part of the leadership 
ladder.  The Association helps to train leaders 
across the state as well as help students and 
advisors build connections.  These connections 
last a lifetime and help define the leaders that 
we are or want to become.  The Association 
builds enthusiasm and spirit and motivates our 
young adults to become outstanding citizens 
in their communities.  In doing this for the last 
36 years, I can honestly say that VSCA has 
helped my students take risks and develop into 
better productive leaders and I have truly made 
connections that will last a lifetime.” 
Mrs. Mary Stearett, Advisor
Buckingham County High School

“The Virginia Student Councils Association 
has provided the Commonwealth of Virginia 
with a very useful tool in developing student 
leaders. Through our organization, we are 
able to train the leaders of tomorrow.
We are able to provide for our
community and state. We are
able to make a difference.”
Mr. Emmet Aylor, Student
Orange County
High School

“VSCA is important because we help unite and 
improve the student leadership for the entire 
Commonwealth of Virginia.  VSCA is a way to 
communicate to all schools the fantastic state 
level projects you can be doing at your school.  
VSCA provides opportunities for student and 
advisor leadership training and a way to network 
with schools from around your region and the 
Commonwealth.”
Mr. Jeff Marsh, Advisor
Park View High School

www.scaleader.org

VSCA Membership
The Virginia Student Councils Association is the 
premier leadership learning organization for 
student leaders from public and private (K-12) 
schools throughout the Commonwealth. VSCA 
provides leadership learning experiences and 
opportunities to practice the citizenship skills 
necessary for effective participation in our 
democratic society. VSCA provides workshops 
geared towards elementary, middle, and high 
school students, advisors, and administrators. 
Membership in VSCA provides the following 
benefits:

• Regional Leadership Workshops

• Advisor Training

• VSCA Advisory Committee 

• State Convention

• Parliamentary Procedure Seminars

• Forum with the Virginia Board of Education

• Representation at the National Level

• The Student Leader Newsletter

• Awards and Recognition for Student Leaders, 
Projects, Advisors, and Administrators

• Resource Center for Student Leaders and 
Advisors

• Consulting Services Provided Through Phone 
Calls, E-mails, and On-site Visits

• Guidance and Support for Administrators and 
Advisors working with Student Activities

An important role that VSCA serves is the Virginia 
Board of Education’s conduit for student issues 
and concerns. This provides the student leaders 
that are involved in VSCA the opportunity to work 
collaboratively with those who are making many 
decisions on the policies that are implemented 
in our schools. We are fortunate that the Virginia 
Board of Education has chosen the Virginia 
Student Councils Association to serve in this 
capacity.


